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Noted in 2022 that country engagement was a 

critical area for UAR Forum to address

Countries requesting support and experts available 

to support → but challenges in defining specific 

needs then connecting these with the best 

technical expertise

Lack of national strategic plans also make this hard 

to prioritise activities for support

2023 Priority Area: Engage rabies-endemic countries 

and support development and implementation of 

National Strategic Plans
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Background

Fooks, A. R. et al. (2017) Rabies

Nat. Rev. Dis. Primers doi:10.1038/nrdp.2017.91



Provides broader, One Health support to recipient country 

over 1-3 years

Connects country needs with relevant expertise, while 

developing a ‘package’ of rabies support to help other 

countries formulate requests

Activities that contribute to the established national 

strategic plan and national priorities

Complements ongoing activities and work of other 

stakeholders → but still prioritizing the requests of the 

country
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Aim



Builds on experience of WOAH Laboratory Twinning 

projects:

• UK & China: Changchun Veterinary Research Institute 

(CVRI), PR CHINA (2009 – 2012) designated as an OIE 

/ WOAH Reference Laboratory for rabies in 2013

• UK / USA & India: KVAFSU/CVA/Crucell Rabies 

Diagnostic Laboratory, INDIA (2015 – 2019) designated 

as an OIE / WOAH Reference Laboratory for rabies in 

2020

• UK & Sierra Leone: Teko Rabies Laboratory, SIERRA 

LEONE (ongoing, to be completed 2023)
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WOAH Twinning: Rabies

Dr Huancheng Guo, China setting up 

a PCR reaction

Workshop Rabies, 

Changchun, CHINA



Identified three pilots (based on available WOAH 
Rabies Reference Laboratories and countries they 
had existing strong relationships)

• China – Indonesia 

• India – Nepal

• South Africa – Malawi 

Developed draft proposals based on recipient 
country needs and national strategic plans

Refining proposals in consultation with regional 
colleagues, UAR Steering Group, external 
stakeholders already providing support

Developing overarching document outlining steps in 
establishing partnership programmes, and identifying 
key areas of support for countries
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Process



Recommended timeline: 

• April 2023: Establish activity focal point and participants

• April – June 2023: Develop recommended ‘package’ for 

rabies support

• July – September 2023: Explore potential UAR Forum 

members and rabies endemic countries that could be 

candidates for piloting country twinning programme

• September – November 2023: Finalise agreements for 

pilots
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Country Partnership Timeline



China and Indonesia

• China: Dr Changchun Tu

• Indonesia: Dr Yul Fitria

Objectives:

• Enhancing diagnostic capacity of national reference 

laboratory 

• Establishing nationwide epidemiology and surveillance 

network

• Piloting dog rabies eradication in a selected island
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Country Partnerships: China & Indonesia



India and Nepal

• India: Dr Shrikrishna Isloor

• Nepal: Dr Sujan Rana

Objectives:

• Strengthen rabies surveillance

• Strengthen laboratory capacity for rabies diagnosis

• Institutionalize a coordinated rabies control programme
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Country Partnerships: India & Nepal

KVAFSU-CVA Rabies Diagnostic 

Laboratory, 

WOAH Reference Laboratory for 

Rabies, Bengaluru, India 

and

Department of Livestock 

Services, Nepal



Republic of South Africa and Malawi

• RSA: Dr Claude Sabeta

• Malawi: Dr Jospeh Nkhoma 

Objectives:

• Improve rabies surveillance in Malawi

• Enhance diagnostic capacities and capabilities 

• Improve knowledge of rabies epidemiology in Malawi 

• Strengthen collaboration across the region

• Increase collaboration with the Ministry of Health                                 

• Finalise the national rabies control plan of Malawi
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Country Partnerships: Republic of South Africa & Malawi

WOAH Rabies Reference Laboratory at Onderstepoort, RSA

and

Central Veterinary Laboratory (Malawi)



Continue refining proposals for country partnership 

processes

Start activities of pilot Country Partnership 

Programmes in 2024

Capture experiences to refine the overarching 

process 

Identify further participants for Country Partnership 

Programmes in 2024-2025
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Next steps

World Rabies Day 2022 – Sierra Leone
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