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Rabies Elimination Strategy in Bangladesh

Goal:
Elimination of dog mediated rabies in Bangladesh by 2030

Strategy:

• Advocacy, Communication and Social Mobilization (ACSM)

• Animal Bite Management (ABM)
• Mass Dog Vaccination (MDV)
• Dog Population Management (DPM)
• Surveillance and research



Mass Dog Vaccination 2011 -2023  

➢ 1st Round Mass Dog Vaccination in 64 districts-13,79,465 dogs.

➢ 2nd Round Mass Dog Vaccination in 37 districts-9,31,679 dogs. 

➢3rd Round Mass Dog Vaccination in 8 districts-2,02,255 dogs.

Budgetary shifting from 2011 to 2023

Initial funding by Local Government      Program for Zoonotic Disease
(3.5 Core BDT) (3.5*100) (354.60 Core BDT)
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Mass Dog Vaccination in field level



MDV in Rohingya Camp

✓ In 2021 January 
we had 
vaccinated 930 
dogs.

✓ In 2023 March 
we had 
vaccinated 1917 
dogs.



Mass Dog Vaccination in Saint Martin

✓ In 2021 January 
we had 
vaccinated 930 
dogs.

✓ In 2023 March 
we had 
vaccinated 1917 
dogs.

✓ 930 dogs 
vaccinated in 
January 
2021.

✓ 1917 dogs 
vaccinated in 
March 2023 



Roaming dog vaccination in diplomate zone in Dhaka



DPM (dog population management) policy workshop in 2022
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Published Rabies Article in International Journal



Rabies Action Centre of Excellence (RACE)

A place we can go to work together, helping each other to 
learn how to best eliminate rabies as efficiently as possible.

Dr. Shukes Chandra Badhy, (DVM, MS, PhD)

Central Disease Investigation Laboratory (CDIL) Department of Livestock Services, 

Bangladesh



South-South cooperation for RACE capacity building 



Special skills development by FAO Indonesia and Bangladesh 









Dog collar pilot study

Objectives: 

1. Evaluate whether deployment of long-lasting 
collars improves vaccination coverage

2. Collect pilot data about perceptions within 
communities to dogs wearing long-lasting 
collars

• 2,153 dogs vaccinated for rabies in 2 
municipalities

- 1,146 marked with collars

- 1,007 marked with paint 

• 77 household surveys conducted across the 2 
districts

- 38 households in collared areas

- 39 households in paint areas 



Preliminary survey data

• 83% respondents (64 of 77) 
understand what a collar on a dog 
signifies 

• 90% of these respondents (58 of 64) 
feel more comfortable around a dog 
with a collar because:

“They are safer”

“They are protected” 

“They are not risky”
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DLS contribution under OH approach

➢Animal and human rabies diagnosis was based on Clinical 

signs & symptoms but no lab confirmation for the decade

➢Central Disease Investigation Laboratory  (CDIL) is the  

state of the art for Rabies diagnosis in Bangladesh 

with support from FAO ECTAD Bangladesh

➢CDIL confirmed 278 rabies case in animals in 2022 using 

DFAT test as well as Conventional PCR and Real time RT-  

PCR

➢DLS is conducting Rabies surveillance for Livestock under 

a project “Strengthening Veterinary Public health”



CDIL is also supporting human rabies diagnosis



If the bite is observed, and the animal can be approached, 
immediately wash wound with running water

and soap for 15 minutes

Strategy and Guidelines
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